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This newsletter is to keep you informed of what the club, and your fellow members, are doing, as well as
opportunities for training, competing and other activities.  We welcome your comments and input. Email

Kathryn Hawkins hawksnest317@gmail.com or Debbie Mason mooseduds@yahoo.com 

What's Happening?

More of a “what's not happening” - we will not be 
having our annual Christmas Party this year.  The 
logistics needed with the ongoing Coronavirus 
Pandemic just make it too difficult.  

We will continue our tradition of sponsoring a family at
Christmas.  We are looking into sponsoring 2 families 
this year.  Stay tuned for details.

Survey said …
We got a total of 22 responses to our survey last month.
Here's what we learned:
10 of you consider yourself to be active members of the
club, 6 of you are in it to support the availability of 
training in our area, 5 of you are sort of “on hold” right 
now, 1 person said not really.

Why are we training? So our dogs will be better 
companions (9), for the fun & exercise (11), for 
friendships & casual competition (8), and 10 said all of 
the above.

The disappointing question was the one about being 
willing to serve as an officer for your club. Nobody is 
enthusiastic about being as officer, 5 feel they'd rather 

not, but might if we couldn't get someone else, 17 said 
nope or other, citing a number of reasons.  

When to schedule practices & training, most people 
marked Saturday (4), Sunday (5), weekday afternoon 
(4) or weekday evening (5), with only 2 selecting 
weekday mornings.  10 said pretty much any time was 
OK for them.

The variety of sports people are interested in pursuing 
with their dogs is pretty broad

As far as non-training, social get-togethers, 10 said 
they'd be interested, 9 said it would depend on what 
was going on & 3 said they weren't interested.

The Agility, Rally & Obedience are sports we can 
directly support with club resources.  Barn Hunt & 
Dock Diving require resources the club doesn't have, 
but there are resources “nearby”.  We're hoping Nose 
Work will soon be something we can directly support.  
Stay tuned for more information.

The member directory was sent out.  I
have made some corrections and some
additions.  If you aren't included, but
would like to be, or if you'd like to 
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make an update or correction to your information, you 
can email Debbie Mason mooseduds@yahoo.com with 
your information to be included in the Directory.  In 
addition to your contact information (from your 
application) please include if you're interested in 
Agility, Rally/Obedience, Barn Hunt, Group Dog 
Walks, general helping with club activities

Upcoming Trials
While many trials have been cancelled due to the 
Corona virus, there are events coming up.  Here is a 
partial list (mainly within 300 miles or less from 
Thompson Falls) through the end of this year.  There 
are others if you are willing to travel further.
     
AKC  Obedience & Rally
October 31 -  November 2  Coeur D'Alene ID, closes 
Oct. 12

AKC Agility Trials
October 2 – 4  Deer Park, WA, closes Sep 25

October 9 – 11  Great Falls, MT, closes Oct 2

November 13 – 15, Spokane, WA, closes Oct 30
NADAC Agility Trials
September 25 – 27, Deer Park WA

October 9 – 11, Whitefish MT

October 24 – 25, Helena MT

October 30 – November 1, Deer Park WA 

December 5 – 6, Deer Park WA pending
 
Barn Hunt

In the interests of space and timeliness, I am trying to 
only list trials within a reasonable distance and in the 
current year.  With changing conditions due to 
COVID19, checking for updates on trial status is highly
recommended.  You can learn more at any time on the 
organizations' event search sites.

NADAC: https://www.nadac.com/play/   

AKC https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search  

Barn Hunt: http://www.barnhunt.com/eventcal.html  

All of them allow you to specify the states, and date 
ranges you are interested in and have links to the 
hosting club's website, trial premium, and other 

information.  Trials are listed all over the US.  If you 
need help finding trials or applying for entry in them, 
contact any Board Member (contact info at the end of 
the newsletter).

Both AKC and NADAC have made provisions for 
virtual trialing.  They provide the course maps and 
specifications; you set up the course and have someone 
video you (or set up the camera on a tripod to cover the 
course) doing the course with your dog and submit it.  
You can earn “Qs” via video!  More information is 
available on their respective websites.

For AKC Virtual Rally go to 
https://www.akc.org/sports/rally/rally-virtual-entry-
pilot/ for all the information about the program, the 
courses, and how to submit your runs.

For NADAC Video Tape (VT) Agility go to 
http://www.nadac.com/VT-Video-Tape-Program.htm 
for all the information about how to run Agility VT 
courses and submit them.

News
Kathryn will be offering an “Introduction to Nosework”
class probably in December.  The class size will be very
limited.  Please e-mail Kathryn at 
hawksnest317@gmail.com if you are interested. 
 
What is Nosework?

Nosework, also called scentwork, is a sport where dogs 
are trained to recognize specific odors, and to alert their
handlers when the odor is detected.  Dogs may paw, 
bark, point with their nose or body, sit, lie down, or use 
any other behavior to communicate the location of the 
odor. All breeds can excel at this.

Odors are generally a specific type of essential oil, such
as birch or anise, that is impregnated onto a q-tip.  The 
q-tips are then hidden in a “vessel” which is not visible 
to the handler.  The search area varies and may be 
containers (ie boxes), interior (a room), exterior 
(outside such as a picnic area), vehicle (on the outside 
such as a wheel well),  buried, or handler 
discrimination (the handler’s scented item.)  As the dog
progresses in difficulty level, there will be additional 
odors, more difficult search environments and more 
hides.

As the AKC rule book states:  “Scent Work is a 
positive, challenging activity that allows dogs the 
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opportunity to use their strongest natural sense in a way
that is fun, engaging, and that builds and strengthens a 
foundation of trust between the handler and dog.”

There are currently 3 club members involved in 
nosework, Kathryn with Clara and Ziggy (Field 
Spaniels), Donna Hoffmeister and Jack (labrador) and 
Cathy Johnson (springers.).  
Kathryn started nosework in February by taking an 
online class in order to find something to do while 
Ziggy recovered from knee surgery until she could run  
agility again.  “Our club put on a seminar 3 years ago 
on nosework, but none of us pursued it” Kathryn said.  
“Now that I have seen how much the dogs enjoy it, 
how easy it is to practice and how little equipment is 
needed, I am having a ball with it. Ziggy will bark at 
the start line to get her turn to search”  Cathy and 
Donna agree-it is a lot of fun.

Debbie Mason will be offering a drop-in practice 
session for Novice & Intermediate Rally handler/dog 
teams at the Whitepine Grange.  Still working on 
whether it will be Saturday or Sunday.  Thinking maybe
1pm, but open to suggestions for alternate times.  If you
are interested, please let Debbie know if Saturday or 
Sunday is better and we'll go with the day that works 
for the most.  $7 for members, $10 for non-members 
per session (second dog, same handler $5)

She will also be offering a 4 week Introduction to Rally
for people who would like to know more about Rally 
before committing to longer term training/practice. 
We'll cover how to read the signs, key points to watch 
for, how a course works.  Those who would like to 
continue can join an existing practice session or we can
form a new one.  $28 for members, $40 for non-
members.  Tuesday evenings, 6pm, Whitepine Grange.

Contact Debbie to sign up or for more information. 
mooseduds@yahoo.com

NOTE:  these sessions are in addition to Jan 
Manning's ongoing practices.

Brag Section
If you've got a brag to share, send it in.  It can be a 
new title, your first “Q”, national title, or a night with
your new puppy without an accident.

Kathryn Hawkins:

Had a blast at the Barn Hunt August 15-16. Clara Qd 
in all 4 runs-2 Novice (1st & 2nd) for her novice title 
and 2 Open (1st & 2nd.) Ran 4 rounds of Crazy 8s for 
first time (8 rats, 4 litters) and she got 6 , 4, 4 and 4, 
didn't hit on any litters, got 240 points (500 needed for 
1st level) AND was in top 3 of ALL dogs entered in 
class for both days for points . (Our friend 
Donna Hofmeister
and Jack tied with us for 2nd highest points.). We were 
rockin' this weekend!! Thank you 
Jessica Clough  

Donna Hofmeister :
Jack and I have just spent 4 days of competition in the 
Rat-Acular Summer Games.  We "Q’d" every NASDA 
trial, with 2 Best Of Breeds and 2 High In Class. In 
Barn Hunt we ended up earning 4 "Q's", for a total to 
12 in all. We worked really hard and had so much fun 
meeting new friends. I'm very proud of my boy.

Char Anderson:
After attending the Arlee, MT Barn Hunt trial, I 
checked and rechecked the Border Collie breed stats 
for BH. I've been able to confirm that KIMA RED 
SMOKE is the first Border Collie from Montana to 
earn her Masters title in Barn Hunt.  Thanks 
Jessica Clough for hosting a fantastic (but very hot) 
trial and Judge Jim Shear. 

Over Labor Day weekend Carole Jensen, Kathryn 
Hawkins, Carlene Bachman, Donna Hofmeister and 
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Tom & Debbie Mason went to the Butte Copper Paws 
trial.  

Clara earned her NATCH 2 (Nadac Agility Trial 
Champion, 2nd time) 

Carole Jensen:
Had a great time at the copper paws  agility trial 
lots of good friends and great dogs bailey did great had
some good runs excellent weaves and amazing contacts
even got a few start line stays i love my bailey   
teaka came and did great she is learning patients she 
got lots of love from a lot of people and even met a few 

new doggie friends. Thanks Trish Blakeley until next 
year. You are amazing. 

Carlene Bachman:
Sassy receiving cheese treats after a run at the Butte 
trial over Labor Day.  She had a successful trial even 
with the windstorm that freaked her out for a couple of 
chances runs.

Stormy turned 2 years old on September 15.  She 
already likes the agility obstacles, and she is presenting
me with a whole new set of handling challenges! 

Debbie Mason:
Marley seems to understand what all the ribbons are 
about.  Every time I line them up for a photo he sniffs, 
then holds his head high for his portrait. He had a 
good weekend.  He also had a bad weekend.  There are 
3 very serious indiscretions that will get a dog 
eliminated from the ring.  He did all three.  That was a 
bit embarrassing, but “stuff” happens & life goes on. 
He's still a very happy boy when he is competing.
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Hickory & Tom are coming along.  They didn't Q in 
any of their runs, but they are getting better every time.

Tips of the Month
Handy tips for newbies or experienced handlers
Do you have a checklist to help you get ready for a trial
or even for a trip with your dog?  A handy checklist can
help you remember those little items that might be left 
behind.  Sometimes, even some important one.  You 

can print it out & check off things as they are packed.  
If you have access to a laminator (or a friend with one) 
you can reuse the same one many times, with a dry-
erase marker.

What does that mean?
Definitions of terms from training or trialing
What is NASDA?  No, it's not the stock market with a 
dropped letter.  North American Sport Dog Association.

Your Board Members
President: Carole Jensen cjens100@gmail.com

Vice President: Valerie Walker 
valeriejo1958@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Debbie Mason mooseduds@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Carol Searl cmsearl@gmail.com 

Board Member: Kathryn Hawkins 
hawksnest317@gmail.com 
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